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Amendme nts to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A multifunotiono. 1 onoapoulat o d biologiooily notlv n 
ophorloal structure »™nHing to Claim 21 for human ingoction oonolotln a n f n rro re 
which Gompric oG ot loast on e dl otary fibor, whioh ooro l o ourroundod by at loaot on e 
bio lo gi c al l y o t rt l v r r '» »rhinh th n mm nnd tho bio l ogioolly ootlvo oubotgnfi o (n) 
jr o o n oo p ou tattr l nr -wnr hy mrrnnn n in n caid goto and b i o l ogica ll y act i ve 
cubctanco(c) f ir -» -'h™- "'" h wherein said one or more shell-forming substance(s) Is 
selected from the group consisting of one or more of the following substances: 
monosaccharides, dlsaccharides, polysaccharides, emulsifiers, peptides, proteins and 
prebiotic substances. 

2. (Currently Amended) The eefcefteal structure as claimed in claim 4 21, 
wherein the dietary fiber is selected from the group consisting of plant fibers, water- 
insoluble polysaccharides, water-soluble polysaccharides, pectins, llgnln and plant 
gums. 

3. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 3. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The ophorioal structure as claimed in claim 4- 21 
wherein the dietary fiber is selected from the group consisting of one or more of the 
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following substances: plant fibers, water-insoluble celluloses, water-insoluble 
hemicelluloses, water-soluble polysaccharides, pectins, lignins and plant gums. 

6. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 6. 

7. (Currently Amended) The ophor i oa l structure as claimed In claim 4 21, which 
has a spherical or polygonal shape having a mean diameter, in the unprocessed state, 
of from about 1 urn to about 200 urn. 

8. (Currently Amended) The cphoriool structure as claimed in claim 4 21, 
wherein the core content of tho food oomponent is from about 10 to about 90% by 
weight. 

9. (Currently Amended) The s ph e r i ca l structure as claimed In claim 4 21, 
wherein the content of the biologically active substance In tho food compon e nt is from 
< 1 % by weight to > 50% by weight, 

10. (Currently Amended) The sptefteal structure as claimed in claim 4 2J., 
wherein the content of shell materials In the food component Is < 50% by weight. 

11. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 1 1 . 

12. (Currently Amended) The cphorioo l structure as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the polysaccharides are selected from the group consisting of hydrolyzed starches, 
microbial polysaccharides, plant polysaccharides, acidic plant gums, pectins and 
celluloses. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The sphefieet structure as claimed In claim 2, wherein 
the plant fiber is selected from the group consisting of wheat fibers, apple fibers and oat 
fibers. 

14. (Currently Amended) The sphefieal structure as claimed In claim 2, wherein 
the water-Insoluble polysaccharides are celluloses. 

15. (Currently Amended) The cphor i ca l structure as claimed In claim 5, wherein 
the plant fibers are selected from the group consisting of wheat fibers, oat fibers, rice 
dietary fibers, apple fibers and citrus fibers. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The ophor l ool structure as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
the water-soluble polysaccharides are selected from the group consisting of p-glucans, 
fructo-ollgosaccharldes and gatactooligosaccharldes. 

17. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 1 7. 

18. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 1 8. 

19. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 19. 

20. (Cancelled) Please cancel Claim 20. 
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active substance(s) are microorganisms. 

22. (Previously Presented) A multifunctional encapsulated biologically active 
structure according to Claim 21 , wherein said microorganisms have a cell density of 
greater than 1 X 10 e per ml CFU. 

23. (Previously Presented) A multifunctional encapsulated biologically active 
structure according to Claim 21, wherein said microorganisms are cultured within a 
fermentation medium and said shell-forming substances further comprise at least one 
component derived from the fermentation medium. 

24. (Previously Presented) A multifunctional encapsulated biologically active 
structure according to Claim 21 , further comprising at least one of either an energy 
source or growth promoter for said microorganisms. 

25. (Currently Amended) A multifunctional encapsulated biologically active 
structure according to Claim 20 21, wherein said shell-forming substance comprises at 
least one component selected from the group consisting of gum Arabic, gelatin, pectin, 
maltodextrin, and carboxymethyl cellulose. 



* RCVD AT 6f2W2004 3:02:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Timel ' SVR-.USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 » DNIS:8729306 * CSID:7043654851 * DURATION (mm^s):l 



